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Crafting Excellence:
Key Insights from Forming 
Section  Audits

The Audit Process 
The Forming Section Audit begins with a compre-
hensive dewatering analysis. This process involves 
assessing the water removal systems to ensure they 
are functioning efficiently. By optimizing dewatering, 
papermakers can reduce energy use in the drying sec-
tion and improve the dry content of the paper after 
the forming section.

Exhaust air measurements are also a crucial part of 
the audit. This step evaluates the air systems respon-
sible for controlling humidity and removing airborne 
contaminants. Proper air flow is essential for control-
ling the moisture content of the paper and ensuring a 
clean operating environment.

Cleanliness in the wet end is essential to avoid dirt 
build-ups that can affect paper quality and machine 
efficiency. The audit includes an examination of this 

In the pulp and paper industry, the forming section of papermaking machines is critical 
for setting the initial properties and quality of the paper. Ensuring that this part of 
the process operates at peak efficiency is vital for both product quality and energy 
conservation. Runtech’s Forming Section Audit is a specialized service designed to optimize 
the performance of the forming section, reduce energy consumption, and maintain 
cleanliness.

area, identifying the causes of any cleanliness issues 
and providing solutions to maintain a clean forming 
section.

High and low pressure showers play a pivotal role in 
the papermaking process, affecting both the clean-
ing and conditioning of the fabrics that support 
and transport the paper web. The audit includes an 
optimization of these showers to ensure they con-
tribute effectively to the paper quality and machine 
efficiency.

Lastly, an edge trimming survey is conducted to evalu-
ate the system used for trimming the edges of the 
paper web. This ensures that the trimming is done 
effectively and efficiently, reducing waste and improv-
ing the overall quality of the final product.
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The Benefits of the Audit 
The benefits of conducting a Forming Section Au-
dit are extensive. Not only can it lead to improved 
product quality and machine efficiency, but it can 
also result in significant energy savings. By identify-
ing areas for improvement in dewatering and exhaust 
systems, papermakers can reduce the energy needed 
for drying and air handling. Additionally, maintaining 
a clean wet end and optimizing showers can prevent 
costly downtime and extend the lifespan of machine 
components.

The Outcome
Upon completion of the audit, papermakers receive a 
detailed written report summarizing the findings. This 
report includes an analysis of the current state of the 
forming section, highlighting areas of inefficiency or 
potential failure. The audit results can reveal opportu-
nities for process improvements that many operators 
may not have previously considered.

Implementing the Recommendations
The real value of the Forming Section Audit is realized when the recommendations are put into action. Implement-
ing the suggested changes can lead to a more stable papermaking process, with fewer disruptions and improved 
control over paper properties. The end goal is a more efficient forming section, which sets the stage for better 
performance throughout the entire papermaking process.

With precise analysis and tailored recommendations, Runtech’s Forming Section Audit is a critical tool for paper-
makers aiming to enhance their operations. By thoroughly assessing each component of the forming section, Run-
tech provides the insights needed to ensure that papermaking machines function at their best, thereby supporting 
the industry’s push for higher quality, greater efficiency, and more sustainable production practices.

For more information, please contact us: runtech.sales@irco.com
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